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To the Right Honourable 


Sr JOHN PEAKE 


Lord Mayor 


Of the CITY of 


L OND O N 


And the Court of 


ALDERMEN. 


Right Honourable, 
Have obeyed your Commands, and have 
conſented to expoſe theſe mean, and 
haſty Conceptions to the Publick , which T 
could much rather have wiſht might have 
been capable of being read no where elſe, but 
in the pratliſes of thoſe that heard them, 
that ſo, by thetr concealment, both the Rea- 
der, 4k my ſelf, might have found the ef- 
| fetts 


feits of that Charity in ſome kind from 
you, which I have been preſsing you to ſhew 
to others, But fince that you think this 
Diſcourſe may be uſeful to Many more, and 
that it would be to pull down with one hand, 
what I have been ſetting up with the other, 
if I ſhould abſtraft from Charity its eſſen- 
tial property of Communication ; I have 
yielded to your Importunities, and hope that 
you will allow me my ſhare too in another of 
its RS which # the covering of 
Infirmities, of which no man ſtands more 
in need on this Occaſion, than 


Your Honour's moſt Humble 


and Obedient Servant, 


Tho, Clutterbuck, 


(1) 
A 


Spittle-Sermon 


PREACHED 
Before the Lord e MAYOR. 


R oO M. Xit. 13. 


Diſtributing { or Communicating) to the 
Neceſstty of the Saints, given to Ho- 


ſpitality, 


- 


| E have in this Chapter an excellent 
ISINQ abſtract of the Chriſtian Ethicks ; a 
\JEZ Summary of thoſe Rules which may 
AYES) direct us in the ſeveral States and 
/ BY Conditions of our Lives ; and theſe 
WEISZ not barely laid down, but ſer off 
with thoſe Circumſtances, which 

may extend them to their utmoſt latitude. Here the 
Magiſtrate is taught his Leſſon, and the Miniſter his ; 
here the Rich Man is dire&ted how to give, and the 
Poor Man how to receive. But *tis not enough for the 
Magiſtrate to Rule, unleſs he do it with all Dzligence, 
for this were to give the gun {cope to Vice, which 


breaks 


Naas 
T45 &m- 
Tdons Cu- 
Ta.Chryl. 
in loc, 


Verſe 8. 


(2) 


breaks out with more Rage, as well as Confidence, for 
being but now and then pent up, and reſtrain'd. *Tis 
not enough for the Rich Man to be Charitable, unleſs he 
be withal Liberal in his Doles; for that is to rob the 
Poor of that Alms with the left hand, which he be- 14 
ſftows on him with the right, and rather ſet an edge 
on his Appetite, than fſatishe his Hunger. To be 
Mercifnl and not williag and chearful, is to wifh that 'F 
undone in my Heart, which I have been doing with 
my Hand ; and to make that Compaſſon wither and 
ſhrink up in my own bowels, which ſhould have flou- 
riſh'd on others backs. To love, and to diſſemb/e, is to 
| feed the Belly with Air, and to cloath the Back with a 
Fr Cobweb, and cure a wound with a Qlaiſter of fine | 
words, to palliate, and not hea! the Lazar's Sore, "= 
and take care that others may ſee rather than the Poor ; 
may feel the acts of thy bounty. And ſo to Communicate 
to thoſe that are not in waz, is to feed their Laxury, 
| and not to ſhew my Charity, To give to thoſe that 
| are bad, is often to defraud thoſe that are good, And 
| toexclude the Stranger, and to give to none but an 
Acquaintance, 1s ho thus up that Box of perfume in my 
| pocket, which, ifopen'd, would give a gratefut ſcent: 
i over the whole room. But now if the Chriſtianwill 
þ be compleat in all the will of God, let him ſet every thing 


| on its proper baſis. Lethim that Rules, do it with 
it diligence, Let him that Gzves, do it with Liberality. 
i Let him that ſheweth Mercy, do it with Chearfulneff, 


Perſe 8. Let himthat Loves, do it without dyſ/imula- 
; tion, Verſe g. And let him that Communicates, re- 
gard the nece/ity of the Saints, and extend his Charity 
[ to Strangers abroad, as well as to Neighbours at home, 
| Communicating to, &c, Th 


WS 


(3) 


The buſineſs of this Day, as well as of this Text, 
is to, provoke :you to Love and good Works ; toenkindle 
and blow up thoſe ſparks of Charity, which are too 
apt to be hid in the Embers, and { without ſtirring 
now and then ) to vaniſh, and expire. 

I had thoughts once to have inliſted chiefly on the 
latter part of the Text, which is giving entertainment 
to Strangers, and that upon the account of thoſe Stran- 
gers of our Neighbouring Church, who being driven 
trom their own Country, are forc'd to take SanQtuary 
inours ; and having loſt a comfortable ſubſiſtence at 
home, are forc'd to ſeek for Bread from the hand of 
Strangers abroad. And a Diſcourſe of Hoſbitality 
might not be unſuitable to Governours of Hoſpitals. 
They were ſuchas theſe who gave the firſt riſe to the 
»ames of your Houſes, and I wiſh they may be the 
laſt, who may entitle you to their relief. But 'tis not 
c00d to be a Niggard on a day of Charity, and there- 
fore I ſhall conſider the words in their full extent, 
and fo they do repreſent unto us theſe ſeveral things. 


T. A duty laid down here in general, To Diſfribute 
or Communicate, to the Neceſſities of the Saints, Where- 
in is to be conſidered : 


t. The AQt it ſelf expreſs'd by Diſtribution, or Com- 
munication, 

2. The Perſons to whom this Diftribution is to be 
made, and they are repreſented-under a double 
qualification. 


1.. As Saints, or good men. 
2. As Poor men, and ſuchas are in Neceſſity. 


B 2 IL A 
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(4) 
IT. A branch or particular kind of that duty of Cha- 
rity, which is Hoſpitality, or ſhewing kindneſs to 


Strangers, 


1. The AT itſelf is expreſs'd by a Diffribntion, or, 
( as the word more properly ſignifies) a Communicatz- 
0n, or participation of the good things mutually 
amongſt thoſe that want them, and are in Neceſſity. 
And this is the term that is frequently given to the 
AQts of Bounty and Charity in the writings of the 
Apoſtles. Thus runs the Charge which 1s given to 
the Rich, 1 Tim. 6. 18.'That they be ready to Diſtribute, 
and willing to Communicate, And ſo Heb. 13. 16. To 
do good, and Communicate, forget uot. Now to Com- 
municate, is ( inthe ſence of the beſt Authors) to Di- 
ſtribute to one another, and to make one another par- 
take of the benefits either Spiritual or Temporal, 
which they do enjoy ; and this does not conliſt in a fainr 
velleity, a cold wiſh, an empty deſire, but a real help, 
and effetual ſupply. And is beſt explain d by the twa 
words of xyaVoepyar, and evToaAy, joyned with it by 
the Apoſtle elſewhere ; words that denote Aon, the 
doing of good, and not ſpeaking' or wiſbing it. For tis 
not a kind ford a makes my Belly the fuller, nor 
a pitiful look that makes my Back the warmer. They 
arenot thy Tears which will quench my Thirſt, nor 
thy Sighs which will cool my Fever. But, as Fehu 
ſaid to Jonadab, If thy heart be right, thengive me thy 
hand, They are good Works that are the beſt demon. 
ſtrations, as of the Sincerity of our Faith, ſo, of the 
Truth of our Love. In every Communication, there 
muſt be ſomething of mine parted withal to one that 


needs it. Some of my Loaf dealt to , the Hurgry, 
ome 
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ſome of my Drink given to the Thirſty, ſomething 
out of my Wardrobe to cloath the Naked. I muſt 
furniſh the Cripple with a Staff to make him go, and I 
muſt ſend a Cordial to the Sick, to enable him to riſe ; 
and I muſt give a Book to him that I would have to 
Learn. But for the farther explaining of this Word, 
and the Duty that is contained in it, we ſhall conſider 
it as including theſe three things : 1. Proprietatem Dan- 
tis, 2, Societatem Recipientis, 3. Prudentiam & Lar- 
gitionem Diſponenti. 


I. —_—_— Dantis. He that gives to another 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſomething of his Owz to give; 
And therefore when he Diſtributes, it muſt be de ſo, 
#07 alieno, of his own, and not another man's. Prov; 
3.19. We are to honour God with our ſubſtance, Et juſtis 
laboribus non injuſtis rapinis, ( ſays the Father )) with 
our honelt Jabours, and not our unjuſt gettings. We 
muſt warm the Poor with the fleece of our own Sheep, Job 
31.20. It is not for the. Servant to diſpoſe of the 
Goods of the Maſter without his leave, and Corſecrate 
the Theft, by giving it to the Poor. Neither will 
that Union betwixt the Wife and the -Husband give 
her leave, without his knowledge or order, to give 
any of his Eſtate away upon the pretence of Prous and 
Charitable uſes. And therefore we find S. Azgnſtine 
chiding a Noble Lady very ſeverely in one of his Let- 
ters, for preſuming without her Husband's know- 
ledge, togive a conſiderable ſumm of Money to two 
begging: Moxkz, eſpecially when ſhe had a: Son. of her 
own to provide for. He tells her, That her zeal for 
her Religion would not. countenance, either her un- 


_ dutifulneſs to her. Husband, or unnaturalneſs to her 


Child, 


Aag. 


Aug. Ep. 
199, 


- _ _ - 
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Child, and that ſhe had nothing at her diſpoſal that 
ſhe could ſay was her own, And much lels are we to 
give an Alms out of that which we have by fraud, or 
oppreſſion gotten from our Brother. We arenotto 
depopulate a Town, and out of the ruines of the Hou- 
ſes toerett an Alms-houſe. We are not by ExaQi- 
ons to make our Brethren beggars, and then to pro- 
videthem an Hoſpital to live in: To ſtrip ſome men 
of their Cloaths, to cover the Nakedneſs of others. 
This requires a Reſtitution ( as Zachees made of his ill- 
gotten Goods ) and not a Diſtribution. For ſuch men 
( asa Learned Prelate ſays) do but make themſelves 
the Thieves, and the Poor their Recervers. 

And leaft of all are we to give that which is the 
price of wickednels and villany, and think to Saniifie 
it by a work of Piety, or Charity. We are not to 
rob the Altar by Sacriledge or Symony, and then to 
make broad Plates to cover it, out of the Booty. We 
are not to be like the Women of Cor:zth, who offered 
up the price of their Lewdneſs towards theereQting of 
a Temple. Orto make an allowance out of the Farms 
of the Stews, to relieve the Baſtards in the Spittle. 
This were to bring the hire of a Whore, or the price of a 
Dog into the houſe of the Lord, for the payment of a Vow, 
which he profeſſes to be an abomination to him, Dent. 23. 
18, None of theſe things are our Ow. 


2. Soctetatem Recipientis, To Communicate implies 

a fellowſhip and union betwixt the Giver and the Re- 
ceiver. Kowwnia #7 $wrogha, lays S.'Chryſ.) Com- 
wunication is a kind of Spiritual Trade and Commerce 
betwixt one man and another. And ſo S. Auſtin de- 
{cribes it. Quid eff Communicare, nifi Communem rem * 
Fam 


(7) 
tuam facere cum illo'qui non habet * What is to Com- 
municate, but to have ſomething in. common with 
him that wants it? And this Union that .is betwixr 
us, in reſpect of our Nature, as well as of our Faith 
and Religion is the great Source from whence all aQi- 
ons of Mercy and Charity do flow; and the 'ſtrongeſt 
Argument to prevail on us to the practice of them, 
Hence does the Apoſtle bid us to remember thoſe that 
are in Bonds, as being bonnd with them, and them that 
ſuffer adverſity, as being our ſelves in the body, Heb. 13. 
3. Humanity isthat which 1s ingrafted in all our Na- 
tures, anda principle which all are led to from the 
conſtitution of their Being. For ' God having' been 

, Pleaſed in the Creation of the-World, fo to order it, 
that other Creatures ſhould come abroad at firſt with 
their Arms, about them. And the Bull is provided 
with his Horns, the Lyon with his Claws, the Boar 
with his Tusks, and the Eagle with her Talons, 
( whichare the only Creatures ſure that are born in a 
{tate of War ) he has brought Man into the World 
with noother guard about him, but his Reafon and 
Underſtanding, and made him ( as Galez ftiles him ) 
Crnor npeepy % ToruTNGY, 4 gentle and ſociable Criatare ; 
and implanted thoſe :Mefions of Love and 'Pity in 
the frame of his Conſtitution, that as he is ready to 
receive, ſo he is willing to give his aſſiſtance to any of 


his fellow Creatures that ftand in need of him. And Cenſangad, 


from being thus all of us ofone bloud, andas fpringing 


from. one Man, we have: thar Afﬀaity'and Relation to fn: 
one another, which breeds in us a compaſſion toeach © 
others Infirmities : So that they areto'be look'd on Nemoeſt 
. now as Savage Beaſts, and ſuch as have ſuck'd the j* £7. 
non ile io, ſi now pro-muraiCharitere; pro igſt 11mencommunic nature fociatare non deherur, 


Avg, Ep. 121, breaſts 


Alts 2.42, 
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breafts of a Tyger, rather than Men, whe exerciſe 
acruelty and hoſtility to thoſe that are of the ſame 
Kind with themſelves, who ſhunning all ſociety and 
correſpondence, court a ſolitude, and living ina De- 
fart ; and will neither do good to any but themſelves, 
nor delire to receive any from other Men. The 
Apoſtle therefore does from hence recommend to us 
in this Chapter, Yerſe 10. not an ordinary good Will, 
and AﬀeCtion, but a giaopopyiay, a Natural fondneſs, 
an earning of the Bowels (like the Mother to her 
Child) to one in Miſery. So that as La#artins tells 
us, Retentio Societatis eſt Communitas. *Tis this Com- 
munity which is the maintainer of Society, which 
appears in the giving {ſuch help to others, as we may 
receive, if we ſtand 1a need of it our ſelves. But be- 
{ides this tye of Nature, which obliges us to this Com- 
munication to one another, we have a ſtronger, and 
that isa Spiritual one, which has by ſo many links 
knit the members of this Myſtical body together, that 
one would think it were ſtrange, that there ſhould be 
any ſuch Sampſons found, as to break them all aſun- 
der. And the effects of this Union were manifeſt, 
when Love burnt ina brighter flame in the firſt plan- 
ting of the Church. For whea all were of oze heart 
and of one mind, they had but oze purſe too. They ſold 
their poſſeſſions, and had all things common amongſt them, 
and left their Eſtates at the Apoſtles feet, to be diſtribu- 
ted according to their diſcretion, to the neceſſities of the 
poor Saints, And this' cuſtom being continued after- 
wards ſometime 1n the Church (as Juftin Martyr, and 
Tertull. inform us). thele Goods were called Tloymne x5; 
xveraxe, The Lord's Goods, and the Poors Goods. 
Theſe were the depoſita Pictatis, thoſe Banks of —_— 

which 
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which were fill'd up as faſt as they were emptied by 
the Charities of good Chriſtians. And fo carefully 
were theſe preſerved for the uſes that they were de. 
ſign'd to, that as they look'd upon them-as Ta 73 Ges, 
the things that belong'd to God, (andtherefore *twas 
not only Cyxe/ty to the Poor, but Sacriledge to imbezle 
them ) ſo to prevent any temptation that: might lead: 
men to divert them from their proper uſe, A ofbiniew 
the Emperor made a Law (though afterwards revo- 
ked by Leo) for none to be made Biſhops that had ei- 
ther Children or Nephews, that ſo the Goods of the 
Church that were given for Piety and Charity, might 
not either be converted to their private- uſe, or be laid 
out, Tees T& ide There, x ovſyrds, about their Chil- 
dren or Kjndred, This occalioned thoſe boaſtings 
which we meet with every where in the Writings 
and Apologies ofthe firſt Champions of our Chriſtian 
Religion ; That, though they liv*d'ia times of perſe- 
cution, ( wherein ſcarce any man knew what: was his Tertu8. 
own ) yet they had no Beggars amongſt them ; and 
that 'twas never heard, that a Chri/tiax ſhould lye ina: 

Gaol, either for Rebellion to his Prince, or injury to his 

Neighbour, or for want 'of Relief. This made them 

triumph, that their Religion ſpent more upon: the-pj@ 202. 
Poor in the Srreers, than the Heathens did amongſt gio ft 
their Gods in the Temple : So-open and forward were © 
they to help their Brethren, that it was no ſmall de- uw ve 


Cod. l. x, 
Tits 3» 


rec of puniſhment, as well as diſgrace, not {upon #'* Tm 
ome crime committed ) to be allowed the honour of Teas. 
caſting-their money into the Offertory. Aud where 
there are ſuch Unionsas theſe, there muſt be expe&ed 
a-mutual reciprocation in all ats of Kindneſs, Mercy 
and Compaſſion, | 


C It 
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It is by this Communication, that all things in the 
World, as well asin the Church, ' in the Crvil and Na- 
tural, as well as in Eccleſiaftical Societies: do. ſublifſt. 
And every thing having an Office, or excelleacy of 
its own, different from that which is anorhers, by this 
mutual Viciſſitude, in giving a ſupply to each others 
wants, the whole comes to be preſerv'd and remain 
entire. Thus if the Water is beholding to the Earth 
for bearing and ſupporting it, the Earth is beholding 
tothe Water for moiſtening it, and making it fruitful. 
It the Flowers adorn and beautife the Ground, the 
Ground gives ſtrength and nouriſhment to the Flowers. 
The Fountain that comes from the Sea, empties it ſelf 
into its boſpra again, The Earth returas back: in exha- 
lation what ſhe receives in moiſture. And if the Jewel 
receives huſtre from the Sun-beams, ir gilds thoſe 
Beams, and makes them more Radiant. And this 
| Communication i5 in all Civil Societies too. Thoſe ſec- 
veral ranks and degrees of Men, that Inequality and 
ſeeming Diſcord makes up the greater Harmony in 
the whole, and unites and conſolidates the parts the 
better together. Thus does the Wiſe man direQ the 
Strong, and the Strong proteQ the Wife. The Rich 
ſupplies the Poor, and the Poor works and labours for 
the Rich. Andas in the Natural Body, if the Bloud 
do not cixculate, and the Spirits are not conveyed to 
every part, they would be without Motion, wither, 
and grow Pereijtict; or, by a Stegnation, putrehe 
and corrupt. So wete there not a Czcnlatios in the 
| BadpPolitick, by Tr«deand Commerce, and the fetch- 
mg from one Country the Commodities which another 
wants, all would grow weak and conſumptive. i And 
much more is this Communication c we to the 
=_—_ ſupport 


a 
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ſupport of the Church. The Members of this Body, 
as they are cloſer tied, ſo they muſt be more ready to 
aſſiſt each other. Here muſt be recurſws Amoris, The 
Ball of kindneſs is not to be let down, which the har- 
der *tis thrown, will the ſooner fly back again to him 
that threwit. There muſt be ( as Sexeczcalls it ) Per- 
ſure boni, not only the putting it out to Intereſt, but 
the turning of: kindneſs in a Circle, which will come 
back tothat point from whence it firſt ſer out. This 
is the arhuSia, which the H__—_ calls for, 2 Cor. 6.. 
13.4 recompente in the ſame thing ; that fince his heart 
was enlare'd to them, their hands 1d not be ſtraitned 
towards kim ; that ſince his Afet#ions were foal, their 
Purſes ſhould not be empty. This is the Communication 
which ariſes from Society and Fellowſhip with one ano- 
ther, 


2. Prudention & Levrgitionem Difponentis, This 
Communication implies & Pradezce as well as the Li> 
berality ofthe Diftributer. 1. It ſhews his Prudence 

in reference to himfe!f that is the Giver, He that Dz- 

ftribmes divides his Doles into ſeveral parts, and nei- 

ther gives all from himſelf, nor beftows all upon ame 

Place or'Perſon. The: Apoſtle therefore to preyent 

the burden from lying all on one ſhotfder, dire&s them 
toobſerve an equality in their Diftrtbution. That as 

ones abundance may be «ſmppe7 for amithers want, fo that 

others abundance might be « finply for his want, that fo 

there may be en equality, 2 Cbr.8. x4. "The Philc Opher Art Fth. 
makes it a part of Ltberality, d* ayendy *f/ ifiwy, not 't 

to be carelefs and negligent of his own concernments. 

And ris bur yes Charitas, bat a crooked and obli 
Charity, fo to-do __ others as to hurt my felf 
[14 - 2 For 
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For though we are to give according to our ability, yet 
Conch wweare not to give above our ability. A man isto be a 
—_ Ciftern, to have Water in it ſelf, and not a Pipe, to 
Paboege- have all to run through-it. And to take ſuch care for 
7 ener? preſerving anothers ſafety, as not to deſtroy his own. 
en; ſuccur- He that reaches out his hand to preſerve another from 
ry ee raking, muſt ſtand on ſuch firm ground as to keep 
35ſe non pe- himſelf from drowning. And therefore, 2 Kzngs 4. 
ream. Sen, when one of the Prophets Wives was accuſed for not 
R——_— ing of her Debts, ſhe thought it a good plea to ſay, 
que pai. { at ſhe had nothing in her Houſe but one Pot of Oil ; 
6 wn; implying that *twas not equitable to give to others, 
tem, Id, Whenſhe had not enough left for her ſelf. So that as 
weare not to ſet ſuch a Lock on our Cheſt, as no a& 
of Charity can open it ; ſo weare not to leave it ſo open 
to every Gr that there be nothing left in it to give, 
But becauſe this is an error that few are apt to be guilt 
of, and Men wanta Spur rather todrive them noel 
than a Bridle to keep them in, I ſhall conſider the other 
part of Prudence, which is, Secondly, In reſpe&t of 
the Receiver ; to make ſuch a Diſtribution as may be 
ſuitable to the ſeveral zeeds of them that are to have it. 
He that Diſtribates or Divides, does not give «f to oxe 
Place or Perſon, but ſhares his Charity, according to 
the ſeveral neceſſities-of them that are the moſt proper 
objes of it. The Heavens ſend not down their 
Showres but for the refreſhment of the Earth, and yet 
we do not think them Niggardly, becauſe they are 
ſent by Drops to bedew it, -and not by Spouts to 


drown it. *Tis not to beſfow, but to ſq*enderaway my 
kindneſs, to give it at random, without propartioning 
it tothe Neceſſities of the Receivers. 'Tisa miſtaken 
piece of Charity, to fill the Belly of a hungry man 


with 
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with a large and plentiful meal at my Table, and tolet 
the poor Wife and Children ftarve at home, for 
wantof ſome of the Fragments that might have been 
gather'd' up  therice; As it-is to layout my Stock in 
covering the Nakedneſs of one, or twotn a place, and 
at the ſame time to ſuffer others to periſh for Hunger, 
or wantof Employment. And as Ozeperſon'is norto 


engroſs all my kindneſs to himſelf, ſo T am to conſider . 


in my Diſtribution, what beſt ſuits with every man's 
condition ; and not to give a mana Loef for his Befy, 
who needs a Plaiſfter for his 4rm:; not to give him Beer 
to drink, who wants a Book to learn; and to provide 
for his Body, who ſtands morein need of Inſtruction for 
his Mind. 'Tis not the goodneſs of the thing it {eIf, 
but the fitneſs of its Application which makes 1t uſefuf 
to the'ends for which it is deſign'd. But though we 
may parcel out our Charity amongſt -things or perſons 
of an inferior Nature, yet for the doing of Great, and 
Heroick aQtions ( as ereCting of Colledges, or build- 
ing of Hoſpitals, leaving Stocks to ſet the Poor on 
work, or the like ) we may be allowed to make larger 
Doles, and lay -out great Eſtates, ſo it be ſtill /a/vo 
Contenemento, looking to the Main. And indeed this 
is but Diſtributing tomnyall this while ; for whileſt 
I endow an Alms-houſe, or build a Colledge, though 
I do keep the Fountain-head entire, - yet I do cut it into 
as many Rivulets, as there may be' Members of that 
Society. - And ſuch excellent works as theſe may well 
havea Countenance for them,” even from the Apoſtle's 
phraſe: of Communication, as much as that implies'tls 
doing good to a Community, 'and: being like the Sun, 


. not toſhineonly on one- Acre, but to ſcatter its-lighe 


and. influence upory the-whole Field. We ade 
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Hic diviti- ding to our abilities to endeavour the promoting of a 


arum VeE- 


"iſimas «611k good, and to do that which _ may be the 


fu non better tor. [Ang thele being ( as Ariffotlecalls them ) 
— Trauxepris SW.aywr, the molt /sfting works, are there- 
«n uniu fore the molt comigendable; and which being put in- 
wolume , to good hands, do not only make us live in the memo- 
nr {omen ries of thoſe that feel our Bounties, but make the 
ſalurem. Source of chem gever_ to wax dry, but continually to 
Let 1.6. water the molt parched and deſolate Places, and Per- 

ſons. Andthus 1 have dong withthe A4# of Diſtribu- 

Lag or Communicatinzs. The next thing to be hand- 

is; 


2. The Per/ons to whom this Communication, or 
D3/tributiozis- to be made, and they are ſer down un- 
der z double qualification, both of their Sexfity, and 
their Poverty, They are to be Saints who are in Want 
or Necgſſity. 


I. They are to be Seizts, notonly ſuch as call them- 
ſelves ſo, ( for ſo there area great many that will have 
none to be Saints but themſelves ) but thoſe that are ſo, 
by inward Diſpoſition, as well as outward Profeſſion. 
T hey are to be Honeſt, and Religious Perſons. Such 
( as the word fignifies ) that are cull'd out, and ſepara» 
ted from the impure Converſation of the World, and 
admitted into the Family of Chriſt, without being 
reſt5ain'd to any: particular Se# or Party. Thele are 

> be thechief gbjetts of qur Charity: I fay the ebief, 

,Qherwile. we ſhould ſet.too marrow limits:to It, to 
aig er + co _ — the A = 
68s. 6, 19+ þids us, A we have opportunity, ro 
to Almes, And the pattern that our bleficd Series 
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ſets us,} Metth. 5. 43. isto be Merciful, as vay Hedverly 
Father is Meyci 1, who makes his Santa ariſe on the evil, 
and ow the go0d, Ha ſemderh Rainon the unjuſt, as well a 
the Joſt. - Lets his 'Sun 26 ſhine int the alefator' 'Þ 
Priſon, as well as'into the Prince's Palace, and his 
Rain to fall as well on the wicked man's Lordſhip, as 
the godly man's Acre. And this'is intimated from a | 
principle of Nature, which is ingrafted in-us. Fhe- | 
rocles teprefents this, as a genera al Rule wherein, alt - 
agree, Sei ey0 ey; 1% omed ai, That 2 good man has no 
enemies, and though there may be fome thatare Ene- 
miesto him, yet heis an Enemy to none; and is not 
only no Enemy, but 4 Friend-an& a Neighbour too, 
ro whoſoever he be thar ftands tit need of his telp, 
Por other wiſe, were bad men wholly to be excluded, 
and were the Charity of your Hoſpitals to be confin'd 
only to thoſe, whom the Calamitiesof Fire, or, War, 

or ſuch Accidents ( that could nor be prevented by an 
honef Induftry ) had made Miſerable, arid not be 
ſhew'd to thoſe, whoſe Vices trad Crippledand de- 
form'd them, or whoſe Villames and Luxurieshad re- 
duced thern to Poverty, there mighr be room, and to 
ſpare, for more Gueſts than they have. 

- whikeſt'I plead all this while'( tecafe of: exrtectiir 
neceſſity ) waive fp! ro the wants of FidjomPet- 
fons, it muſt be underftood to by in kindneſs to his 
Natwre, and not to his Perſor; 2d in fuck rhingsas 
may only preſerve his Bei#g, jr ortier to His gthend- 
ment ;' and noe \ehticly tt way co orga Rs 
tining of his W- pts conrd pg; a LS ks vi 
hny. So forett ty the Liar 
feed his Extrivigartcies:; 
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ry; To help the Wanton, to what will give more 
fuel to his Luſt, is rather a piece of Cr#elty than Cha- 
rity, and a courſe raken to hurt him more than to help 
him : Therefore S. A»ffiz makes an excellent diftin- 
Qtion ( which will ſolve the difficulties, and give di- 
reQion too, about the condition of the perſons that are 
to be objetts of our Charity ) between giving to a 
man that is a Sizzer, and giving to him #» the name of 
a Sinner, as he does to the giving to a man that is a 
righteous wan, and giving to him in the ame of 4 
righteous man, For in every man (ſayshe) is to be 
conlider'd two Names; one as he is a May, and the 


fide ; *tis not my giviog meerly to a good Man will 
juſitifie my Alms, it Ido it to ſerveany by-ends of my 
own, if I do not give to a righteous man in the name, 
and upon the account of his being a righteous man, I ſhall 
loſe my reward : fo that without this reſtrition, as I 
may dowel, by giving tOa bad man; {oT may doill by 
giving tO a good man, David profeſſes that he hates 
a wicked man witha perfet# hatred. And that's. a per- 
fett hatred ( ſays the Father) which proceeds from 
juſt and diſcreet grounds, which: are, as not to love 
mens Vices for their Perfons, ſo not to 'love. their 
Perſons for their Vices. . And beſides all this, it is 


poſſible that a bad man by my kindneſs may be re-, 
claim'd, and become better, -and then the rule will * 


hold very well: That we are to giveto a good man; 
wa | wh 
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becauſe he #s gooa, and to a bad man, that he may be 225ow, 
good, But though this allowance may be given for my "4" 
Charity 'toa wicked man, yet the preference is to be malo, ut ſir 
made to thoſe that-are * good. Do good ro all, | but 
chiefly ro the honuſhold of Faith They muſt bemoſt in 
my eſteem, that are ſo in God's. Theſe are. of the a7 grad 
Family, but others are but Strangers, Theſe ought to ir 3 
have the - precedency, not only in our Afetions, but Chryf in 
in our Contributions, We are neareſt ally'd to theſe, *Cor.orat. 
and therefore they are to have the Benjamin's meſs, the 3* 
larger Dole tocome to their ſhares. *T is upon theſe 
thatour Charity ſhall not be /zff, becauſe they know 

how to make the beſt uſe of it ; and *tis by theſe that 

we ſhall be no /ofſers : They make us a return in their 
Prayers, and God makes a return in his Bleſſings, for 

the leaſt kindneſs ſhown to a Diſciple of Chriſt, in the 

name of a Diſciple, to have the reward of one given to 

us. 


2. The other qualification of the Perſons to whom 
weare to Communicate, is their Poverty. They are 
Saints that are in Neceſſity. Poor Saints, as the Apoſtle Benefices- 
calls thoſe for whom he made his Collefions in Ma- - = 
cedonia, Rom. 15, 26: 1 may be liberal and bountiful Than. 
to the Saints that are rich, but I can be charitable to oft. Lat 
none but thoſe that are in want. Ir loſes the nature of Z**7 
a good turn, where there is hopes of compenſation to aibil diud 
be made back again.” Toinvite the Rich to an Enter. _ 
tainment, who may'invite-me again to a greater, is Proſper.1. 
more to gratifie my' own Luxury, than to ſhew any »-devit 
kindneſs tomy Friend. ' This is not Charity, but Traf* Frairatio 
anc. hw Bartering of. one good turn for another ; beneficii. 
and the having ao DET onesown profit, than 4" 
to 


Dr. Ham. 


Chryſet, 
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to anothers good. *Tis the Poor man, who can make 
a return of nothing back again, but prayers, and good 
wiſhes, who is the fruitful ſoil where the Rich man 
may expeCt another kind of encreaſe, than ever he 
could have had by the beſt improvement of Nature. 
God has made theſe diſtinctions between the Poor and 
the Rich, that they might be both uſeful to one ano- 
ther intheir ſeveral places. He does by this means 
give the Poor an opportunity to exerciſe his patience, 
and the Rich to employ his bounty, and by his very 
layings out, to lay up the greater Treaſures. For this 
diſtintion that is amongit the ſeveral ranks of Men, 
was not made by God at firſt, there is no difference 


between the one and the other at their coming into- 


the World, neither will there be any at their going 
out. They came naked into it, and ſhall go ſo out of it. 
He did not ( as a great man obſerves) determine that 
one ſhould be born to Riot, and others to Famiſh, 
ſome to be Glutted, and others to ſtarve ; but he is 
pleaſed to permit the Poor to be always in the Land, 
that ſo the Rich might have a Storehouſe where tolay 
up his Treaſures, and might have a larger Income by 
the profuſion of his Eſtate, than he could have by the 
poſſeſſion ; and the money that is put into this Pauperis 
Conflatorium, into this Crucible of the Poor, might by 
its melting down be more uſeful, than when 'tis in the 
Wedge or Bullion. Poor and Rich, ſays S. Auſtin, 
are two contraries in the affairs of the World. For 
the Rich ſwims in plenty, and the Poor is oppreſſed 
with want. The Rich abounds ——_ and the 
Poor is waſted with ou. The Rich lives in honour 
andeſteem, andthe Poor languiſhes under ſhame and 


diſgrace. Thus they fem contrary: to. each other. 


But 
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But yet for all this, ſays he, Duo ſunt ſbi neceſſaria, 

Theſe two are both ſo necefſary, that they cannot ſub- 

ſift without each other. The Rich has as much need 

of the Poor, as the Poor has of the Rich. God has 

made the Poor for the Rich, and he will fave the Rich 

by the Poor. He could, if he had pleas'd, have en- 

rich'd the Poor as well as'you ; but he has thought fit 

to allow this variety in their conditions, that they 

might be the more helpful toeach other in their tran!: 
actions here. And lince it falls out ſo, that the Beſt 

men have often the worſt Uſage, and they may be 

under great diſftreſſes on Earth, who have Treaſure 

reſerv'd for them in the Heavens ; God has appointed 

his Stewards, ſome godly Joſephs, who may furniſh 

them with proviſions, that they may not faint by the 

way. And having thus ſhewn you, why we are to 
con(ider thoſe that are in waz?, I ſhall not here under- 

take to open to you the Lazar's Sores, or to give you 

an enumeration. of the particular Neceſſities upon 
which your Charity is to be beſltowed, But among(t 

thoſe varieties of ObjeQts that will be preſented to you, 

I think the rules that Azrizws the Patriarch of Conſt an- 

tinople gave to Calliopius a Presbyter of Nice ( who was 

to be his Almoner) are very proper to be obſerv'd; ,, - 
viz, That as he ſhould conſider the poverty of the Man, —_ 
and not the Party or ra that he was of; ſo he 1 «i 
ſhould look upon the Modeſty, as well as the Neceſſity 7,444 
of the Beggar, and endeavour chiefly to find him out, 73 n+ 
who lay moſt conceaPd from the eyes of the World, _—_ 
and to be carefyl ro ff that Mouth with Alms, which 73; #5ui- 
was not us'd to. be opened in clamour and noiſe to de- 749 71% 
mandit. And on. the ather ſide, to: ſhew very little ggo7)ac. 


kindneſs to them that make To 5uncgor m# iv # ya- Soerert 7, 
D 


, C.2 " 
2 e237, " 


2. Part, 


(20) 


oiex, Begging their Trade, and Feaſted themſelves 
at night with the purchace that ſome mens Credu/ity 
had given, and their own obſtreperous importunity had 
even extorted from men inthe day : Such humble and 
indigent perſons, whom either publick Calamities, 
or unavoidable Accidents in their particular Eſtates 
have made Miſerable, and yet areas afham'd to ack, as 
they are de/erving to receive, ſhould have the chiefeſt 


marks of our Bounty. 


II. BUT *is time to haſten to what is behind, 
and that is a particular piece of Charity that we are 
encourag'd to, viz. Hoſpitality, or being kind to Stran- 

ers, Forthat is the proper meaning of the word in 
the Sacred Writings : And is not to be underſtood 
of the ſumptuous Entertainments that we make for 
Strangers in our Houſes, or our Tables ( where too fre- 
yuny the poor Lazar's want the Crums at the Gate, 
whileſt others ſurfeit on the plenty of the laden Diſhes 
in the Ha/lor the Parlour ;) neither 1s it to be under- 
ſtood of that Czvi/ Entertainment that is given to 
Strangers at I»ns, and other places, where they are 
for their money accommodated with Diet and Lodg- 


ing, and other conveniences both for themſelves and. 


Cattel. But the Apoſtle ſpeaks of that Chriſtian En- 
tertainment of Strangers, where thoſe that are ba- 
niſhed and driven away for fear of horrid Cruelties 


from their Perſecutors, are received into the Houſes, 


or have ſome Charitable proviſion made for their Sub- 


ſiſtence and Relief by the hands of thoſe to whoſe 


Country theyare fled; and are of the ſame Commu- 
nion, and common Faith with themſelves. In Anci- 
ent times, the uſe of Inns and publick Places of re. 

ceipt 


(1) 
ceipt was very rare, and this kind of Charity in re- 
heving Strangers much employed. And though the 
might furniſh themſelves (as they do ſtill in thoſe 
Eaſtern Countries ). with Proviſions for the way, yet 
as we ſce in the caſe of the Levite, . Fudg. 19. that tra- 
velPd through the Country of Bexjamiz, they were 
deſtitute ofany Lodging at night to ſhelter them from 
the inclemency of the Air, or any means to recruit 
themſelves, if their Proviſions fell ſhort. And hence 
iS it, Gey, 13. we. read, that Abram looked about to- 
find any Travellers that were paſſing by that way, 
and to give them refreſhment in his Tent. And ſo 
was Lotat the door in the Evening, and preſs'd the: 
Strangers that came by to turn in, and lodge with 
him allnight. And though in the time of the Apoſtles 
there might bea greater uſe of publick Inns in Towns, 
and great Roads, yet there was occaſion enough then, 
as well as now, for the Entertainment of Strangers, 
becauſeall Believers did not live in Towns, or if they: 
did, were they furniſht with money to bear their 
Charges; but if they were Poor, muſt be contented: 
with {uch an accommodation as Jo/eph and Mary had, 
for want of room in the Houſe to be thruſt into the: 
Stable. Beſides, in times of Perſecution ( as this was 
in which the Apoſtle wrote) many Chriſtians that 
were driven out of their Houſes, were not ſafe in an 
Inn. And 'tisto ſuch poor Believers that the Apoſtle 
would have this Charity extended. The Rich could- 
provide well enough for themſelves, andcould (then- 
as well as now) get Entertainment at their Friends: 
houſes. But the Apoſtle would not have that regard' 
which proceeds from Civility, ſo much as that-which 
ariſes from Ptety and Charity, to be ſhewed' to the: 
poor. 


Cy Pf il, 
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poor Members of Jeſ#s Chriſt, which are thus defti- 
tute and forſaken, and leaving their own Countries,are 
forced to lodge in Densand Caves, and lye in Woods 
and open Fields, unleſs they are taken in by good 
minded Chriſtians. And this was a duty, as it was 
very Scaſonable then for its PraCtice ( and I would to 
God it were not too much ſo now likewiſe) ſo 'twas 
frequently call'd upon by the Apoſtles, and other Go- 
vernours of the Churches. Hence is that charge, 
Heb. 13. 2. Be not forgetful to entertain Strangers, 7 + 
thereby ſome have entertain'd Angels unawares, And fo 
1 Pet.4.9. Uſe Hoſpitality one to another without grudging 
or murmuring ; make no complaints of the greatneſs of 
the burden, or the ſmalneſs of your Eſtates, or your 
ignorance of the Perſons. Deflour not the beauty of 
your own attions towards them, nor deprive your 
ſelves of the reward from God, by beſtowing your 
Charity with an unwilling mind. And we find this 
to be the praQtice of the Saints in all Ages. Job makes 
it his glory, Job 31. 31. That the Stranger did not lodge 
in the Streets, but that he open'd his door for the Traveler. 
And Foſephns tells us of the Eſſens, a ſtrict Set among 
the Fews, that they had Houſes ig their Towns to 
which Travellers dtd refort, and were as well provi- 
ded for, as ifthey had been at home. And amongſt 
Believers, how many have we of thoſe early Converts, 
which are upon Record for their kindneſs to Stran- 
gers. Beſides the Charity that was ſhew'd to our S«- 
wiowr, ( who was ( as the Father ſtiles him ) Nzhi/ 
habendi Magiſter, _ Maſterof having nothing ) 
by Lazarus and Mertha, and the good Women that 


miniſtred unto him: We find the fame extended by 
Garvs, Priſcila and Aqnile to S. Pal ; and by Symon 
the 


(23) 


the Tanner and Cornelius to S. Peter. And "tis the chara- 
Qer of the holy Widows,that were widows indeed, iT im, 
5.10. That they do lodge Strangers, and dowaſh the Saints 
Feet, 4.e. they are not to deny the meaneſt Offices, 
which may be for their eaſe and refreſhment ; ſuch as 
is the waſhing of Travellers Feet, which in thoſe hot- 
ter Countries are galPd with Sand and Heat. And 
this prattice was ſo much taken up by the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that there was no need then of any pub- 
lick Xexodochis, or Receptacles for Strangers to be 
erected, becauſe every Man's Houſe was an Hoſpital: 
Nay, the Apoſtate Julian himſelf was ſo much in 
love with this Virtue, that, though he endeavoured 
tocaſt what ſlur he could upon it, totake off the beau- 
ty ofthe Attion, and repreſented it only as iHlecebre 
See, a little Cheat, and Bait that the Chriſtians. 
made uſe of todraw the greater numbers over to their 
Party, and to give men a good opinion of a Set that 
had nothing elfe good in 1t to recommend it to the 
World ; yet notwithſtanding all theſe flouriſhes of 
his Wit, he did not only propoſe this reg: Eirvs QrAay- Fulicn ad 
2pw7/ay, this kindneſs towards Strangers, as a thing 4/«in- 
very commendable, but enjoyn'd the praQtice of it 
amongſt his Paga» followers. And as the Command 
was in eſpecial manner given to the two Biſhops, T#- 
mothy and Titus, 1 Tim. 3.6. Tit. 1.8. to be lovers of 
Hoſpitality, fo we find it exattly taken out by thoſe 
that were their Succeffors in all Ages of the Church: 
Gregory tells. us of Gerbonins the Biſhop of Popwlonia, 
that he could not be frighted by the Den of Lions, 
( which he was afterwards thrown into by the Ty- 
rant Totilas) from concealing the poor Strangers that 
fled unto him. for faccour. *T was S. Avftin's laying, 
at: 


% - 
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That what the Eccleſfiaſticks had was all the Poors; 
and therefore their Houſes ought to be common for 
the receiving of Strangers and relief of the needy. ' And 
that holy man verified his ſaying by his own'praQtice ; 
for though he was Biſhop of a very large and plentiful 
Dioceſe, yet when he died he made no Will, having 
made his own hands his Executors while he lived; fo 
that Poſſidonins, who wrote his Life, ſays, Pauper now 
habebat unde faceret, That the poor Biſhop, having 
given allamongſt the Poor before, had nothing left to 
diſtribute by his Will. And it was upon this ground 
( before there was a particular Aſſignment made by a 
Law, for a ſetled maintenance on the Clergy) that 
when a Biſhop was Ordain'd, his Stipend was to be 
divided into four parts, one to the Biſhop for Hoſpita- 
lity and Entertainment of Strangers, one part to the 
Clergy, another part to the Poor, and the fourth for 
Repair of Churches. But though this be a duty 
which is principally enjoyn'd to thoſe that are Stewards 
of the Family, yet there is none of the meaneſt in the 
Houſe that can pretend an exemption from it. I 
might uſe many motives to ſtir you up to the praQtice 
of it, had I not already treſpaſs'd too much on: your 
patience. TI ſhall make uſe but of one, and that isthe 
{ame that God makes uſe of to the 1/7aelites, Deut. 10. 
19. Loveye the Strangers, for ye were Strangers too in the 
land of Egypt. Weare all here too but Strangers our 
ſelves, Pilgrims and Strangers 4s all our Fathers were, 
This is not our Country, or our Home; but we are 
all now in a far Country, and travelling to our Father's 
_— 'Twas an old Maxim amongſt the Hea- 
thens : 


Eirus Zine, 29 av yep Eiyos rooy. 


Make 
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Make*much of Strangers, for thou thy ſelf 2rz a 
Stranger, or thou mayeſs be a Stranger. Thou 
knoweſt not whoſe turn it may be next, and whether 
that Spoke in the Wheel thatis now in the top, may 
not ere long be in the dirt; and thou that liveſt now 
in plenty and ſecurity, under the coverts of a warm 
Roof, and under the ſhadow of thine own Vine and 
Fig-tree, mayeſt not be made before thou dieſt, to 
ſeek thy Bread in deſolate -places, and- delire to re- 
ceive that from the hand of Strangers, which Stran- 
gers now ask from thee. .It was'not many years ſince, 
that thouſands of our poor Neighbours were ſetled in 
the enjoyment of a comfortable Being, and under the 
proteQtion of a mighty Prince, and- had as little ſuſpi- 
cion of running away from their- Native ſoil, as we 
( God be thanked) have from ours. And yet you 
fee how much miſchief a day may bring forth ; and there- 
fore it concerns us to be terderly affeition'd to our Bre- 
thren, as "being our ſelves in the body, and thereby li- 
able ro the ſame diſtempers as other of its members 
have been. I am ſenſible enough already of your 
great forwardneſs for the promoting this work hither- 
to; (for which you have ſo good 4 report among all the 
Churches.) But becauſe we have had the Command 
of our Gracious Prince, to ſtir men up to this good work, 


and we are ſtill under his lately renewed care, that ge of 
what was Collefted ſhould be employed to the uſes Councit 


for which it was delign'd; (ſo that you are now un- 
der two the greateſt obligations, both of duty to God, 
and to the Kyzrz ;* belides that it is both hononrable 
for you, and extreamly ſeaſonable too,) and becauſe 
the Oz/ in the Cruiſe comes near to a bottom, I thought 
fitto put you in mind ( ws warrant from my Text ) 

nct 
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not to let ſo many Prophets, as well as others, to ſtarve BS. 
for want of a ſupply. bs | he 


V/e, AND thus( Right Honourable and Beloved) 1 
havedrawn out ſome courſe lines of your Duty, which 
| leave you to fill up with ſuch lively Colours, as may 1 - 
»ecome your great Places, and adorn your Chriſtian 
profeſſion. And in what manner ſhall I now addreſs 
my ſelfunto you ? Shall I come and ſpeak to you, as 
one that hs Authority ( and this I may do, and keep 

':x.6, Within the compaſs of my Commiſſion) and charge 
18, them that are Rich, that they do good, and be rich in 
good Works. That they be ready to Diſtribute, and wil- 
ling to Communicate. But I ſhall chuſe rather (as one 
of the meaneſt of the Meſſengers of Chriſt) to be- 
| * ©or-3-9: ſcech you, and that too, by the bowels and mercies of the 
| Lord Jeſus, - (who though he was Rich, yet he became 
| Poor for our _ who ſpent his time upon Earth, 
either at Bethel or Betheſda ; at the houſe of God, or 
the houſe of Mercy; either at the Temple, or the 
Spittle ; and went abont doing good, and healing mens 
Bodies of their infirmities, ana their Souls of their ſins.) 
I beſeech you, I ſay by the bowels and tender com- 
paſſions of our Mereife! High Prieſt, that you would, 
according as you have opportunity, refreſþ the Bowe/s 
— of his poor Saints ; and conſider, that what you do to 
1 any of theſe, you do it to him, and he will take irc 
kindly at your —— Conſider that he has not made 
Das.8. you Proprietors, but Stewards of his Houſhold ; and if 
+3 14 you be not faithful in diſpenſing your charge, you 
will be liable toa very ſevere Sentence at the great 
Hagg.2.9. Day of reckoning. He asks for nothing from you, 
but whatis his own, The Goods that you have _ 
; a 
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all of his gift ; you brought none of them into the 4twn eſt 
World, and you ſhall carry none of themout. ' And & meuneſ] 
he has appointed that the Poor'ſhall have their ſhare «run, in- 
in them, and though he allows you to keep the K{ej, nn”. 
and none ſhall Diſtribute without your leave, or in- 
vade your R#ght, yer if you think to engroſs them 
all to your ſelves, you will not only be guilty (of NV«- 
zianzen's ſtrange kind of Theft ) of robling your ſelves, Ani d 
by deſpoiling your ſelves of the Reward you would *** 
have by your Diſtribution, but you will rob the Lord 
Chriſt, as well as his poor Saints of that which is Pa- 
trimonium Crucifixi, the Patrimony of your Crucified 
Maſter. Youare perſons, a great many of you, that 
Traffick in diverſe Countries and Commodities, and 
have Fortunam rudentibus aptem, an Eſtare many 
times that hangs upoa the ſtrength of a Cable. Why 
cannot you truſt God with your Subſtance, ( who not 
only at firſt gave them to you, and till gives you ſuch 
a Security for your Increaſe ) and venture to coſt your 
Bread upon the Waters for the Poor, as well as commire "1 
your Eþce to the Water, and leave them to the mer- 
cies of the Winds, and the danger of the Rocks ? Be 
not Faithleſs, but Believing, and you will eaſily be con- 
vinced of this miſtake. I know tis a hard task-to di- 
veſt your ſelves of Senſe, and be ſoSpiritualiz'd, as to 
look beyond things temporal, ' on thoſe that are Eter- 
nal. But tell me who has ever made the experiment, 
and found that God had faifd him of aty of the good 
things which he hed- promiſed him ? Can the moft te- 
nacious perſon give an inſtance of any one man whom 
he knew to thrive the leſs in his Eſtate for bein 
Charitable ? Devidafter an enquiry of his whole li 
eould 'not produce' one that ſu in himſelf, or his 
E 2 poſterity 
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poſterity for being Merciful. Tt were ealie to furniſh 
ou with the examples of many that have proſper'd 
a it. And becauſe you may give the more credit to 
inſtances at home, I can ( from the Authority of two 
* Reverend and Learned Miniſters of this City ) give 
an account, out of their writings, and particular 
knowledge, of two eminent Citizens ( amongſt ma- 
ny others) who found the evident eftets of God's 
kindneſs to them in this matter. The name of the one, 
was Mr. Parker a Merchant, who at his firſt entrance 
upon a Religious courſe of life, relolv'd amongſt other 
things, to ſet apart every Year the Tenth of his Gains 
for the Relief of the Poor ; and though he had for the 
firſt Years ſome ebbings and flowings in his Eſtate, 
( for the trial, it may be, of his ſincerity ) yet 
afterward he found himſelf beyond imagination 
encreasd. And of another, who having at the firſt 
a plentiful Eſtate, and finding himſelf to grow back- 
ward, rather than forward in the Word, he promiſed 
unto God to be more careful of keeping the Sabbath, 
and dedicated untohim the Tenth of his Encreaſe for 
Charitable uſes, and he after ſo thriv'd in his Eſtate, 
that he gave over his Calling, and liv'd upon his Rents. 
And I couldtell youof one of my own knowledge, and 
who was one of the brighteſt- Lights that ever ſhone 
in this Church, both for Piety, raing and Chari- 
ty : who, as he was oneof the moſt effetual promo- - 
ters of good Works inothers ; ſo he was a great Ex- 
ample of thriving by them himſelf. And as he ſet 
alide the Tenth of his ſmall Eftate for Charitable uſes 
( with the addition of occaſional Summs) which he 
punQually diſtributed, ſo he found, that (though it 
was in the time of Rebellion whea- he and others we 
Me ; ript 
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ſtript of their Poſſeſſions, ) yet this Corban did ſo ſwell, 
and ſtrangely grow upoit his hands, that he us'd to ſay TI>ioy 
( according to the Greek Proverb) the half was better 5%. 
than the whole ; and that he grew almoſt ſcandalouſly 
Richer now 1n the times of Trouble, more than he 
ſhould have done in the times of Peace. But what do 
T ſpeak of the teſtimony of Men, when the teſtimony of God 
7s-greater * Let any one here make the Experiment, 
and try for once, as God challenges the Jews to-do, 
Mal. 3. 10. Bring you ( ſays God ) the T ithes of what you- 
have into the Store-houſes, that there may be Meat in my 
Honſe, and Proviſion for the meaneſt of my Family, 
and prove me, if I do not open the windows of Heaven; 
and pour you out ſuch a Bleſſing, that thereſhall not be room 
to receiveit, See if your Ware-houſes be big enough 
to holdir, and your Barns wide enough to take it. It 
might be- worth your while ( in a time wherein every 
one is laying projects how to gain) if you would make t Cor. 16; 
uſe of x a method which the Apoſtle gave to the * * 
Churches of his planting : That every one, as God had 

oſpered him, would make 4 certain Colletion, and have 
his little Bankby him, into which he may put his week- 
ly, or his monthly proviſion, and have a ſupply in rea- 
dineſs for caſual emergencies; and ſee whether hedoes 
not receive the Comfort, as well as the Bleſixg by it. 
But why do I inſiſt on little things ? Set your ſelves 
before your ſelves, and conſider of the Fame that this 
City has had for their works of Charity in the days of 
Old, and do not eclipſe the Glory of thoſe Munificent 
and Charitable Acts, for which it has been ſo emi- 
pent, and continues yet in Renown for their great 


| Diligence, Fidelity and Liberality in Communicating to 


the Neceſſities of the Saints, But of this I cannot give'you 
a greater confirmation, than by reading to you A 
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A true Report, 8c. 


And what a-glorious Train of Beadſmen are 

How much more honourable is it to March in the 

of this Company of Cripples, Lame, Blind, Old | 

and Children, than 'tis fora General to appear in the 

Head of the greateſt Army ? What praiſe and honous*. 

will come to God, as well as bleſſings to your ſelves, from: 
the Mouths of theſe Babes, as well as from the Backsand 

Bellies of the other *? What Conqueſts are theſe able  . 

to make when they Beliege Heaven with their Pray. © 
ersfor you? This will plat you a more glorious Crown 
of honour than any of the withering wreaths of Laus 
rel have ever faſtned upon the Brows of the braveſt 
| Generals. This will make a finer Dreſs, and richer 
Attire for you that are Ladies, than all the ſpoils of 
| the Silk-worms, or Riches of the Izdjes can give you. 
And ſince you come ſo happily in the way, let me have 
one word for you before I go, it being pity that you 
ſhould be ſent away empty, and without your Boon 
on ſuch a good day as this. You then (if there be 
any ſuch here amongſt you) that have contributed to 
any Exceſles, or Superfluities in your way of living, 
or you that would have the Reputations of good 
Houſewifes ; Learn this thrifty Grace of Charity, and 
lay up as much for Pious uſes, as you expend in Plays, 
#:fit. and Vanities, and Superfluities. Theſe are ſuch x«- 
prac, fuch Facynths and Emeralds, that will be far 
Palad. more precious than the richeſt Jewels you can faſten 


—_ on your Heads, or lay up in your Cabinets. The FT 
Phil.4.1s, Odour of your good Works will give a richer Perfume, : 


than any of thoſe Sweets which you carry about = , 
" | 
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_ *_ © /Aggyou will neverbe Miſtreſſes of fo ſplendid and 
Ivy jp ious a Train, as when you have the ſame good 
* Works to follow you. Let theſe Bracelets be on your &*43- 
- + Arms: Let thele rows of Pearls encircle your Necks: 
- Les the Lily of Chaſtity, and the bluſh of Modeſty be 
-* * © onyour Cheeks, Er ralitty pigmentate Deum habebunt Terul. 
© * affatorem. To'conclude all; Let me fay (as the 
. 8 ſtle does ) I peak aswnto Wiſe men, and I ſpeak as. 
*-. unto Rich men ( or ſuch that would be ſo ) Behold, I 
®, © "ſew you 2 more excellent way, than any you make uſe of 
in your ordifary praQtice. This is the richeſt Traffick, 
ro part witha little on Earth, and to lay up Treaſures 
in Heaven. This is the thriving'® Husbandry, to Prov. 11;. 
ſeatter the Seed amongſt the Clods, and to receive a *+ 
hundred fold at the great Harveſt. This.is the be 
. * TVUſury, to have God for my Security, and Heaven for 
my _— Fre ery _ our —_ advice, . 
and make you friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſi, 
h thats hs ay fail, you may be received 5s Hoops TE 
'» laſtine Habitations, To which he bring us, who has 
| purchas'd them-for us, and is gone before to- prepare. 
| a.place for us in them, even our Lord Jeſs ; | 


To whom, &c. 


FINTS. 


